
 
 

 
AGENDA   
City of Richland Parks and Recreation Commission #9-2012 
Richland City Hall ~ 505 Swift Boulevard ~ City Council Chambers 
Thursday, October 11, 2012, 7:00 PM 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

Commission   Vice-Chair Gutierrez 
Members:       Commissioners Doran, Valentino, Maya, Johnson, Katipamula, Jones, Bern 
 
Liaisons:        Council Liaison Kent, Alternate Council Liaison Anderson 
                         
Welcome and Roll Call 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Approval of Agenda  
 
Approval of September 13, 2012 Minutes  
 
Recreation Report 
 
Presentations 
 
Public Hearing 
 
Comments: 
1. Public Comments  
2. Council Liaison 

 
Unfinished Business: 
None 
 
New Business: 
1. Comprehensive Land Use Plan Amendment for City Wide Trails Map 
2. Trail Connectivity on West Side of Little Badger Mt. 
3. Proposed Funding for Brantingham Park 
4. Proposed Funding for Keene Road Trail Landscaping 

 
Commission Comments 
 
Adjournment 

The Next Parks and Recreation Commission Meeting is Thursday, November 8, 2012 
THIS MEETING IS BROADCAST LIVE ON CITYVIEW CHANNEL 13 AND ON WWW.CI.RICHLAND.WA.US/CITYVIEW 

Richland City Hall is ADA Accessible with Access and Special Parking Available at the Entrance Facing George Washington Way. Requests for Sign Interpreters, Audio 
Equipment, or Other Special Services Must be Received 48 Hours Prior to the Meeting Time by Calling the City Clerk’s Office at 509-942-7388. 
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Council Member Kent reported that City Council is busy reviewing the Reach’s sublease due 
to facility design and the next meeting is scheduled for Monday, October 17 at 4:00 at City 
Council Chambers and that the Regional Public Facilities District would be meeting to 
continue discussion of the location of the aquatic center. She also welcomed Parks and 
Recreation Director Schiessl. 
  
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  
None 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
1. Urban Greenbelt Trail $10,000 from Undesignated Park Reserve Fund 
 
Mr. Phil Pinard explained that the City and Jerry Abrams have partnered to reconstruct and 
widen the portion of the Urban greenbelt Trail beteeen Jadwin Avene and George 
Washington Way. Work is being done by the Public Works Streets Division and will be 
completed prior to the end of September. Mr. Pinard noted that Mr. Abrams would be 
making a donation towards the construction costs. Chair Fyall asked for an explanation on  
how the Undesignated Park Reserve Funds works. Mr. Pinard explained that there is 
revenue generated from the lease of the cell phone towers, parking lot leases, and smaller 
leases from various clubs, i.e. the Colyak Bowhunters and Kart Club. There is approximately 
$180,000 revenued generated from the combined leases. Commissioner Jones asked if the 
estimated year-end fund balance is $174,364, minus the $10,000 proposed for this project. 
Mr. Pinard indicated yes. Commissioner Valentino inquired as to the signage for the trail and 
Mr. Pinard indicated that there would be signs along the trail. 
 
Commissioner Jones moved that the Parks and Recreation Commission recommend to City 
Council to authorize expenditure of up to $10,000 of Undesignated Park Reserve Funds for 
improvements to the Urban Greenbelt Trail. Vice Chair Gutierrez seconded the motion. 
Motion carried. 
 
2. Use of Undesignated Park Reserve and Park District 5 Funds for Claybell Park 

Mr. Pinard explained that the City has received a Washington State Recreation and 
Conservation Office (RCO) grant for Claybell Park in the amount of $500,000. The City’s 
match is $706,000 for a total project budget of $1,206,000. Currently there is $330,000 of 
City funds and $50,000 from a donation by Ron Asmus Homes allocated for the project 
which leaves $326,000 unfunded. There are $100,000 of the project funds that were 
allocated to Bellerive Drive improvements that will be replaced with arterial street funds. He 
further indicated that the allocation of the requested funds would provide monies to 
complete the entire project including two multi-sport field, relocate and expand parking lot, 
shifting tennis courts, restrooms and trails.  
 
The year-end projection for the Undesignated Park Reserve Fund is $174,364 minus the 
$10,000 requested for the Urban Greenbelt Trail which would leave $38,364 in the fund at 
2012 year end. The current uncommitted dollars in Park District 5 is $147,124 minus the 
$100,000 leave a balance of $47,124. Mr. Pinard explained that the Park District 5 receives 
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approximately $1,200 each time a new home is built and the cell phone tower lease 
generates about $1,300 per month contributing an estimated $180,000 of annual revenue. 
 
Vice Chair Gutierrez moved that the Parks and Recreation Commission recommend to City 
Council to authorize expenditure of $126,000 of Undesignated Park Reserve and $100,000 
of Park District 5 funds for construction of Claybell Park. Commissioner Katipamula 
seconded the motion. Motion carried. 
 
3. AT&T Cell Tower Lease Amendment 
 
Mr. Pinard indicated that earlier this year staff was approached by AT&T regarding 
expansion of the existing cellular tower facility that sits above Badger Mountain Park.  The 
expansion will add 143 square feet to an existing 336 square feet equipment area which sits 
below the parking lot at the end of Glenwood Court on Frank Hill. Mr. Pinard added that the 
lease amendment also includes additional four extension periods of five years each as the 
existing contract is in the last term of the lease and is due to expire in June of 2016. The 
monthly lease fee will increase by an additional $560.00 per month for a total monthly lease 
payment of $1,882.50. These funds are deposited in the Undesignated Park Reserve Fund. 
 
Commissioner Jones moved that the Parks and Recreation Commission recommend to City 
Council to approve the lease amendment for AT&T for the cell tower facility on Glenwood 
Court with provisions regarding beautification. Commissioner Johnson seconded the 
motion. Motion carried. 
 
4. Selection of Commissioners to Participate on Arts Commission Subcommittee 
 
Parks and Recreation Director Schiessl explained that the Arts Commission is extending an 
invitation to the Parks and Recreation Commissioners to form a subcommittee for future 
placement of art in Howard Amon Park. Chair Fyall asked about the time frame and Mr. 
Schiessl indicated perhaps within a month. Chair Fyall recommended adding to workshop 
agenda for further discussion and invite Arts Commission Chair to attend. 
 
 
PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION COMMENTS:  

 Commission Jones – Thanked Phil Pinard for his support at the Soap Box Derby 
event. 

 Vice Chair Gutierrez – Interested in the development of a beginner section at 
Jeannette Taylor Skate Park. 

 Commissioner Valentino – Noted a large amount of dog waste on lower tier of 
Badger Mt. Park. 

 Chair Fyall – Invited all to attend Joint Parks Board meeting on Monday, September 
24 at Flat Top Park. 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:08 pm. 
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Reviewed by: Joe Schiessl, Parks and Recreation Director 
 
Approved by: ______________________________________________________________ 
Vice Chair Gutierrez, Richland Parks and Recreation 



TO:  Parks and Recreation Commission 
 
FROM: Phil Pinard, Planning and Construction Manager 
 
DATE: October 11, 2012 
 
SUBJECT: Comprehensive Land Use Plan Amendment for City Wide Trails Map 
 
  
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 
Recommend to City Council to approve the City Wide Trails Map as part of the 2012 
Comprehensive Plan Amendment cycle. 
 
MOTION FOR CONSIDERATION 
 
I move that the Parks and Recreation Commission recommend Council to approve the 
City Wide Trails Map as part of the 2012 Comprehensive Plan Amendment cycle. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
 
None 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Attached for Parks and Recreation Commission consideration is a package originally 
drafted by Rick Simon, Development Services Manager to the Planning Commission. 
The City Council reviewed the draft 2012 Comprehensive Plan amendments at their 
September workshop and requested that the City Wide Trails Map originally generated 
by the Parks Department and part of the 2012 Comprehensive Plan amendments cycle 
be considered by the Parks and Recreation Commission. Inclusion of the map in the 
comprehensive land use plan may aid in its implementation in newly developing areas 
of the city, or in grant funding opportunities to the state. 
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STAFF REPORT 
 
TO:  PLANNING COMMISSION        PREPARED BY: RICK SIMON 
FILE NO.: Z2012-103          MEETING DATE: SEPTEMBER 26, 2012 
 
 
GENERAL INFORMATION: 
 
 
APPLICANT:  CITY OF RICHLAND 
 
REQUEST: AMENDMENT TO THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN TO ADD 

A TRAILS PLAN MAP TO THE CAPITAL FACILITIES 
ELEMENT AND A POLICY SUPPORTING TRAIL 
CONNECTIONS TO THE LAND USE ELEMENT 

 
LOCATION: CITYWIDE 
  
REASON FOR REQUEST: 
 
The Planning Commission has requested an opportunity to consider the inclusion 
of a trails system map in the City’s comprehensive plan. 
 
FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS   
 
Staff has completed its review of the proposed amendments to the land use and 
map included in the comprehensive plan (Z2012-103) and submits that: 
 
1. In 1997, the City of Richland adopted a comprehensive plan that identified 

important natural features for preservation and classified them as Natural 
Open Space on the City’s Land Use Plan Map in compliance with the 
Growth Management Act; 

 
2. The City’s plan also inventories existing parks, open spaces and trails in 

its Capital Facilities Element and identifies future needs for additional park 
lands;  
 

3. The existing plan lacks a coordinated trail plan that identifies the future 
trail corridors that would link together with existing trails; 
 

4. The proposed trails map provides a plan for an integrated trail system that 
would link the City’s important natural features together and in so doing 
would provide an important amenity for the residents of the City; 
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5. The proposed trails map and policy statement together would provide the 
City with the ability to regulate future development proposals so that 
identified trail corridors could be set aside as development occurs; 

 
6. The City adopted the Draft and Final Environmental Impact Statement 

prepared for the 1997 comprehensive plan adoption to satisfy the 
environmental review requirements of the State Environmental Policy Act. 
 

7. Staff has prepared a Growth Management Act Goals analysis which 
concludes that the proposed comprehensive plan amendment is 
consistent with the provisions of the Growth Management Act.  

 
8. Based upon the above findings and conclusions, the adoption of the 

proposed amendment of an addition of a trails map to the Capital Facilities 
element of the plan and the addition of policy #6 to Land Use Goal #6 is in 
the best interests of the community of Richland. 

 
  
RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends that the Planning Commission concur with the findings and 
conclusions set forth in Staff Report (Z2012-103) and recommend to the City 
Council adoption of the proposed trails map to the Capital Facilities element of 
the plan and the addition of policy #6 to Land Use Goal #6 in the Land Use 
element of the plan. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
A. Supplemental Information 
B. GMA Goals Analysis  
C. Comprehensive Plan Map 
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ATTACHMENT A 
        (Z2012-103) 

SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The Commission considered the Ridge to Rivers Open Space Network Visioning 
Plan earlier this year and determined that an amendment to the City’s 
Comprehensive Plan would be appropriate to reflect the desire for a City-wide 
trail system that would link natural features together. A draft map has been 
generated that shows trail connections between Amon Creek, Little Badger and 
the Chamna Natural Preserve, connections between the Badger Ridges and 
connections between W.E. Johnson Park and Horn Rapids County Park. 
Additionally, new policy language indicating the City’s desire to establish an 
integrated trail system is also proposed.   
 
 
EXISTING COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 
 
The Capital Facilities Element of the comprehensive plan contains sections 
concerning schools, municipal facilities, fire and emergency services, police 
services, county emergency services, telecommunications, irrigation district 
facilities and parks and recreation. In the parks and recreation section, the plan 
inventories city parks and trails but lacks a city-wide trails map that includes both 
existing pedestrian trails and proposed trail segments.  
 
The City’s land use policies address the protection and conservation of the City’s 
natural resources and the provision of public access to those natural resources, 
but the existing policy language is silent regarding the development of pedestrian 
trails to and through those natural resource areas.    
 
 
PROPOSED POLICY LANGUAGE 
 
The following policy is proposed an addition to Land Use Goal #6: 
 

L U G o a l   6. The City will protect and conserve its natural 
resources and critical lands and provide public access based on ability of 
the resource to support the use. 

 
Policy 1 - The City will make all public river shoreline accessible to 

the public, subject to regulation protecting public safety, sensitive habitat 
areas and wildlife. 

Policy 2 - The City will encourage development of water-oriented 
recreational, cultural and related commercial facilities in certain Columbia 
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River locations to enhance and diversify Richland’s community 
recreational resources and its attractiveness to tourists. 

Policy 3 - Except as addressed in Policy 2, the City will protect the 
natural riparian area along the Yakima River and the riparian area along 
the Columbia River so as not to diminish the quality of the shoreline 
environment. 

Policy 4 - In cooperation with appropriate agencies, the City will 
identify and regulate the use of wetlands, essential habitat areas and 
other critical lands within the urban growth area. 

Policy 5 - The City will encourage the public and/or private 
acquisition of the prominent ridges in the south Richland area in order to 
preserve views, protect shrub-steppe habitat, and to provide non-
motorized public access. 

Proposed Policy 6 - The City will work to develop an integrated 
pedestrian trail system to provide access through the City’s important 
natural features, such as prominent ridges and rivershore areas and 
provide necessary trail linkages between these natural features.  

   
 
ANALYSIS 
 
The proposed trail map and accompanying policy would serve an important 
function in the review of future development proposals. Much like the City’s 
collector street plan that identifies future collector routes, the trails map would 
inform the City’s decision process concerning particular development proposals. 
When a development proposal involves a property that includes a trail segment, 
the proposal can be conditioned to set aside land for the trail corridor and its 
construction.   
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends approval of the proposed map addition to the Capital Facilities 
Element and the proposed policy statement to the Land Use Element. 
 
 

 



GMA Goals Analysis Applicant: City of Richland 
  Z2012-103

Trails Map & Policy
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I. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 
The Growth Management Act requires the city to establish and broadly disseminate to the 
public a public participation program identifying procedures whereby proposed 
amendments or revisions of the comprehensive plan are considered by the governing 
body. 
 
Review:  The City of Richland has an established public participation program to ensure 
early and continuous public participation in comprehensive plan amendments. The 
following outlines the program as it applies to this comprehensive plan amendment: 
 
(1) Communication programs and information services.  The City of Richland informed the 

public about the proposed plan amendment by publishing notice of the amendment in the 
Tri-City Herald and by posting notice on the City web page. 

 
(2) Broad dissemination of proposals and alternatives.  The City of Richland distributed the 

proposed plan amendment in the following manner to ensure that information on the 
amendment was available prior to discussion at public hearings: 

(a) Copy was available at the City library. 
(b) Copies were available at the Planning and Development Services Division. 
(c) A copy was posted on the City web page. 
(d) Copies were available at the public hearing held by the Planning Commission. 

 
(3) Public meeting after effective notice.  The City of Richland publicized public hearings in 

the following manner to ensure the broadest cross-section was made aware of the 
opportunity to become involved in the planning process: 

(a) Public hearings before the Planning Commission and City Council were 
scheduled to allow for public comment. 

(b) Public hearing notices were published in the Tri-City Herald at least 10 days 
before the scheduled date. 

(c) Meeting summaries will be prepared and available to the public shortly after the 
public hearing through the Planning and Development Services Division. 

(d)  All public hearings will be cablecast on the City’s cable channel. 
 
(4) Provision for open discussion.  The City of Richland took the following actions to ensure 

that the public had an opportunity to actually take part and have their opinion heard: 
(a) Agendas are written that clearly define the purpose of the hearing, the item to be 

considered, and actions that may take place. 
(b) All public hearings will be scheduled during the weekday in the evenings to 

encourage the greatest number of people to attend. 
(c) The chairman presiding over the hearing shall allow the public an opportunity to 

comment on the amendment. 
(d) All hearings will be tape recorded for public access and review. 

 
(5) Opportunity for Written Comments.  The City of Richland provided the public an 

opportunity to submit written comment any time during the comprehensive plan 
amendment review process.  These written comments will be made part of the record to 
allow the governing body to consider them in their decision making process. 
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II. PLANNING GOALS 
 
The Growth Management Act (GMA) requires the city to consider and be guided by the 13 goals 
established in RCW 36.70A.020 when adopting comprehensive plans and development 
regulations. Staff carefully considered and weighed each goal in the light of the relevant 
information to achieve its desired goal. The following outlines staffs review process to ensure that 
the 13 goals were properly considered in guiding the city in its final recommendation. 
 
GOAL 1:  URBAN GROWTH. City should encourage development in urban areas where 
adequate public facilities and services exist or can be provided in an efficient manner. 
 
Review.  The provision of pedestrian trails could be viewed as a public facility. The proposed 
amendments would provide for an integrated trail system throughout the City and its urban 
growth area and so would be entirely consistent with this goal. 
 

 
 
GOAL 2:  REDUCE SPRAWL.  City should try to reduce the inappropriate conversion of 
undeveloped land into sprawling, low-density development. 
 
Review.  The proposed amendment would be consistent with this GMA goal.  
 

 
 
GOAL 3:  TRANSPORTATION:  City should encourage efficient multimodal transportation 
systems that are based on regional priorities and coordinate with county and city comprehensive 
plans. 
 
Review.  The proposed amendments which would encourage the development of an integrated 
pedestrian trail system which provides for another form of transportation and so is in keeping 
with this goal. 

 
 
GOAL 4:  HOUSING:  City should encourage the availability of affordable housing to all 
economic segments of the population of this state, promote a variety of residential densities and 
housing types, and encourage preservation of existing housing stock. 
 
Review. The proposed amendment would not significantly impact this GMA goal. 
 

 
GOAL 5:  ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT.  City should encourage economic development 
throughout the state that is consistent with adopted comprehensive plans, promote economic 
opportunity for all citizens of this state, especially for unemployed and for disadvantaged 
persons, and encourage growth in areas experiencing insufficient economic growth, all within the 
capacities of the state’s natural resources, and public services, and public facilities. 
 
Review. The proposed amendment would not impact economic development goals. 
 

 
 



GMA Goals Analysis Applicant: City of Richland 
  Z2012-103

Trails Map & Policy

 

3 
 

GOAL 6.  PROPERTY RIGHTS.  City should consider that private property should not be taken 
for public use without just compensations having been made. The property rights of landowners 
shall be protected from arbitrary and discriminatory action. 
 
Review.  The proposed amendment to add a trail map to the plan would not impact this GMA 
goal. 

 
 
GOAL 7:  PERMITS.   Applications for both state and local government permits should be 
processed in a timely and fair manner to ensure predictability. 
 
Review.  The proposed amendment to add a trail map does not directly impact the goal of 
processing permits in a fair and timely manner. 
 

 
 
GOAL 8:  NATURAL RESOURCE INDUSTRIES.  City should maintain and enhance natural 
resources-based industries, including productive timber, agricultural, and fisheries industries.  
Encourage the conservation of productive forest lands and productive agricultural lands, and 
discourage incompatible uses. 
 
Review.   The proposed amendment to add a trail map does not impact the goal of conserving and 
enhancing natural resource industries. 

 
 
GOAL 9:  OPEN SPACE.  City should encourage the retention of open space and development 
of recreational opportunities, conserve fish and wildlife habitat, increase access to natural 
resource lands, and water, and develop parks. 
 
Review. The City’s proposed amendment to add a trail map would help to encourage open space 
retention and would serve to increase access to natural resource lands, water and parks, and in so 
doing would further the GMA open space goal. 
 

 
 
GOAL 10:  ENVIRONMENT.  City should protect the environment and enhance the state’s high 
quality of life, including air and water quality, and the availability of water. 
 
Review. The proposed amendment to add a trail map is not inconsistent with the GMA goal of 
protecting the environment.  
 

 
 
GOAL 11:  CITIZENS PARTICIPATION AND COORDINANTION.  City should encourage 
the involvement of citizens in the planning process and ensure coordination between communities 
and jurisdictions to reconcile conflicts. 
 
Review.  The City of Richland has an established public participation program to ensure early 
and continuous public participation in comprehensive plan amendments.  The outline of that plan 
can be found in Section I: Public Participation. The review of this proposed amendment followed 
the City’s adopted public participation plan. 
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GOAL 12:  PUBLIC FACILITIES & SERVICES. City should ensure that those public facilities 
and services necessary to support development shall be adequate to serve the development at the 
time the development is available for occupancy and use without decreasing current service 
levels below locally established minimum standards. 
 
Review. The proposed amendment to add a trail map would encourage the City to develop a trail 
system that would serve as a type of public facility. Therefore, the proposed plan amendment is 
consistent with this GMA goal.   

 
 
GOAL 13:  HISTORIC PRESERVATION.  City should identify and encourage the preservation 
of lands, sites, and structures that have historical or archaeological significance. 
 
Review. The proposed amendment to add a trail map would not have any impact on this GMA 
goal. 
 

III. CONCLUSION 
 
The proposed addition of a trails map to the City’s comprehensive plan is consistent with the 
goals of the Growth Management Act. 
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TO:  Parks and Recreation Commission 
 
FROM: Phil Pinard, Planning and Construction Manager 
 
DATE: October 11, 2012 
 
SUBJECT: Trail Connectivity on the East Side of Little Badger Mountain 
 
  
DISCUSSION ITEM 
 
The Plat of Falconcrest on top of Little Badger Mountain is providing a soft surface trail 
on the south side of the plat per attachment 1.  The long range plan is for this trail to 
connect with the Badger Mt. Centennial Preserve and the Amon Basin Preserve. 
 
The City owns a 16 acre parcel of land adjacent to the east end of the plat of 
Falconcrest also identified on Attachment 1. 
 
Staff has been discussing with the property owner acquisition of a portion of the 
property identified as #3.  The current property owners are planning to subdivide the 
property into four lots but are willing to sell some of the upper portion of the property 
which would provide much improved trail route as one leaves the Falconcrest Trail and 
enters the City property. 
 
Staff will also discuss with the Commission the options for extending the trail to the 
Amon Basin. 
 
No action is requested from the Commission.  Staff would like to receive direction from 
the Commission as to how much, if any, of parcel 3 is important for the City to own.  
There is a commitment to reply back to the property owner of parcel #3 by October 12, 
2012. 
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TO:  Parks and Recreation Commission 
 
FROM: Phil Pinard, Planning and Construction Manager 
 
DATE: October 11, 2012 
 
SUBJECT: Brantingham Park  
 
  
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the Parks and Recreation Commission recommend Council authorize expenditure 
of up to $20,000 of Park District 5 funds for Brantingham Park improvements. 
 
MOTION FOR CONSIDERATION 
 
I move that the Parks and Recreation Commission recommend Council authorize 
expenditure of $20,000 of Park District 5 funds for Brantingham Park improvements. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
 
This request will leave $36,520 in Park District 5. The district accumulates 
approximately $150,000 in annual revenue from Park Impact Fees on new construction. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
In July 2012 the City acquired a three acre park on the southeast corner of Westcliffe 
Blvd. and Gala Way including a mandatory development schedule as follows: 
   
1) Meet with neighbors and develop park master plan by 8/31/13.  
2) Install irrigation system and hydroseed park by 11/30/13. 
3) Install playground, benches and shade trees by 8/13/14. 
 
Staff’s goal is to complete as much work as possible utilizing City parks and facilities 
crews to reduce the cost of park development. To meet the development schedule work 
will begin at the end of 2012 or early 2013. The requested $20,000 will be used for 
disposal fees resulting from clearing and grubbing the site, purchasing and installing soil 
additives, irrigation supplies and other related labor and supplies necessary as the initial 
basic improvements to the park. 
 
Staff met with representatives of the three adjacent neighborhoods on September 19, 
2012 to discuss elements of the master plan. The master plan will be presented to the 
Parks and Recreation Commission in early 2013. This initial soil prep, irrigation and turf 
work is necessary prior to development of the detailed master plan in 2013. 



TO:  Parks and Recreation Commission 
 
FROM: Phil Pinard, Planning and Construction Manager 
 
DATE: October 11, 2012 
 
SUBJECT: Keene Road Trail 
 
  
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the Parks and Recreation Commission recommend Council authorize expenditure 
of $15,000 of Undesignated Park Reserve Funds for landscaping along the Keene Road 
Trail. 
 
MOTION FOR CONSIDERATION 
 
I move that the Parks and Recreation Commission recommend Council authorize 
expenditure of $15,000 of Undesignated Park Reserve Funds for landscaping along the 
Keene Road Trail. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
 
This request will leave a year-end projection for the Undesignated Park Reserve Fund 
of $23,364. The district accumulates approximately $180,000 of annual revenue from 
leases and commercial use of park property. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
There are two sections along the Keene Road Trail that abut subdivisions where the 
park land between the subdivision fence and trail is bare dirt and weeds. It is proposed 
to create Tier 1 landscaping in these areas per the adopted Keene Road Trail Corridor 
Landscape Master Plan.  The Tier 1 standard is different colors of crushed basalt rock 
placed at a minimum of four inches deep. 
 
Staff proposes to utilize Undesignated Park Reserve Funds purchase landscaping 
materials (crushed basalt rock) and hauling and placing of boulders.  Volunteers will be 
utilized to spread the basalt rock.  Currently there are four volunteer groups interested in 
assisting with this project and the project will also be placed on the 2013 Sharefest 
project list. Utilizing volunteers will save thousands of dollars in labor costs. The 
boulders will be moved from Brantingham Park and the only cost is hauling and placing. 
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Parks and Recreation Department 
                                October 2012 

 
Recreation Division 

 
Kid’s Fun Friday 
 
“I sure had fun…I hope you do this every year!” exclaimed one young participant of the 
first Kid’s Fun Friday. This, and similar messages of thanks were addressed to staff by 
many of the 250+ crowd throughout the evening of September 7th. Several vendors 
enjoyed the opportunity to come out to the Badger Mountain Park Splash and Play to 
meet and interact with families. They provided information booths, games, balloons, 
food and drinks, as well as ice cream and snowcones. Kid’s Play Magazine, Big Top the 
Clown, and Search and Rescue were just a few of the attractions at the event. A movie, 
Kung Fu Panda 2, brought the exciting evening to a close. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Farm to Table Symposium 
 
The first Mid-Columbia Farm-to-Table Symposium took place 
September 14th from 12:30 to 6:00pm at the Richland 
Community Center. The approximately 100 attendees took part 
in break-out sessions covering such items as Farm-to-School 
success stories, how eating “fresh” can affect your health, 
where to buy local in your own community, and a host of other 
topics. Happy Hour included an array of healthy snacks which 
were available at the end of the day and paired with lively 
discussion. 
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RSA Newsletter Group 
 
Thursday, September 27th found a group of Richland Seniors 
Association members meeting in the Richland Community 
Center Lounge to prepare their monthly newsletter for mailing. 
“This is a nice social time where we can also have some 
coffee and a doughnut or two!” said Betty Norton, RSA 
President. 
 
Preschool Classes at Wright Street Fire Station 
 
The week of September 11th kicked off the fall session of 
three preschool classes hosted by Richland Parks and 
Recreation at the Wright Street Fire Station. The classes 
are parent/child cooperative classes that cover one to two 
years, two to three years and toddlers. In the three 
classes, parents take turns participating and assisting in 
class activities. During discussion time, parents learn to 
develop realistic age-level expectations, clarify personal 
child rearing values, explore child guidance techniques 
and discuss contemporary family issues. The classes 
have been a huge success and registration is near 
maximum capacity. 

 
High School Swim Meet at George Prout Pool 
 
On September 18th, George Prout Pool was the site of a 4-team 
swim meet. The meet was full of excitement and energy and 
several state qualifying times were achieved. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PTO Open House at Wiley Elementary 
 
On September 25th, a Recreation Coordinator spent the 
evening displaying Parks and Recreation information at 
the Wiley Elementary Open House. This was a very 
positive use of marketing time as it really hit a target 
audience.   
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Fitness Instructor Retires 
 
Long time fitness instructor, Toya Perry taught her final 
class at the Richland Community Center on August 30th 
after 29 years at Richland Parks and Recreation.  Toya 
began teaching at the old Richland Community House in 
1983, and became one of the most beloved fitness 
instructors ever. Her morning classes regularly filled up 
on the first day of registration. Lindsay Asmus, from 
Kadlec Hospital is now teaching Toya’s very popular 
morning classes.   
 
 
 
19th Annual All Senior Picnic 
 
The 19th Annual All-Senior Picnic was held at the new 
Southridge Sports and Event Complex on Thursday, 
September 20th. Seniors were treated to a delicious 
lunch, many great door prizes, and exciting 
entertainment. The picnic is a cooperative event 
supported by Kennewick, Pasco, Richland and West 
Richland. Nearly 1000 seniors participated in the event. 
 
 
 
Rock the Vote at John Dam Plaza 
 
Young Professionals of the Tri-Cities hosted 
the 2nd Annual Rock the Vote at John Dam 
Plaza on Thursday, September 20th.  
Attendees met the candidates, learned about 
the initiatives, registered to vote and enjoyed 
live entertainment.  Rock the Vote is the 
largest voter outreach and awareness event 
in the Tri-Cities.  
 
Indian Summer Half Marathon 
 
Three River Road Runners hosted the annual Indian Summer Half 
Marathon on Saturday, September 22nd beginning at Columbia Point 
Marina Park and using the riverfront bike trail to WSU Tri-Cities 
campus. This race featured a 5K run and the signature half marathon 
distance of 13.1 miles. Over 400 runners participated. 
 
 
 



 

After St
 
Friday m
of Stepp
Richland
notes wh
 
 
 
Audubo
 
On Frida
and volu
Society 
Preserve
througho
caught a
type, ag
on spec
Gambel
and 8-H
Leslie G
 
 
Amon B
 
On Frida
as well a
The sco
that call
everywh
did not s
showed 
Ranger 
environm
trash thr
nature h
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

teppin’ Out

mornings af
pin’ Out Wi
d Commun
hile enjoyin

on Society 

ay, Septem
unteer Lau

member 
e. Ed plac
out the new
a total of 2
e, body fat

cific birds. 
’s White-C
ouse Finch

Groves, then

Basin Pres

ay, Septem
as their fam

outs learned
l Amon Ba
here right no
succeed. H
Ranger Je
Jen also 

ment clean
roughout th

hike.  

t with Jo 

fter class is
th Jo. They
ity Center 

ng the beau

Bird Coun

mber 21st at 
ren Pike m
and his 
ed three d
w trail at A
7 birds. Th
, weight an
They band

Crowned S
hes). Ed wi
n possibly C

erve Hike 

mber 21st, P
mily membe
d about the 
asin their h
ow. The kid

However, th
en what a 

talked to
n and picki
he Preserve

s a favorite
y enjoy a l
Lounge jus

utiful view o

nt 

10:00 am 
met Ed Ryk
assistant 

different ve
Amon Basin
hey identify
nd then put 
ded a total

Sparrows, 1
ll be doing 
Chamna or 

Park Range
ers through
different p

home. The 
ds tried and
hey did catc

mature lad
o the grou
ng up tras
e as well. I

4 

 time for p
ittle quiet t
st visiting, c
f the park.

Park Range
kiel, an Aud
at Amon 
ry thin bird

n Preserve.
y the sex, fe

pink color 
l of 18 bird
1-Song Sp
another co
Bateman Is

er Jen led t
h Amon Ba
lants, anim
sage brus

d tried to ca
ch a few la
dy bug larv
up about 
sh. The kid
It was a gr

articipants 
ime in the 
comparing 

er Jen 
dubon 
Basin 

d nets 
. They 
eather 
bands 
ds (9-
parrow 
ount in 
sland. 

ten Webelo
sin Preserv

mals and tre
sh lizards a
atch them, b
ady bugs a
va looks lik
keeping t

ds picked 
reat day for

os, 
ve. 
ees 
are 
but 

and 
ke. 
the 
up 
r a 



5 
 

Fall Carnival 
 
Fall Carnival is coming to the Richland Community Center Friday, October 26th from 
6:30 – 8:30pm. There will be carnival games, a spooky maze, haunted hayride, 
flashlight scavenger hunt, scary story-telling and tons of candy and prizes. Free pictures 
will be provided for those who enter the costume contest. 
 
Tri-Cities International Fantastic Film Festival (TCIF) 
 
The 2nd Annual Tri-Cities International Fantastic Film Festival is scheduled for Friday, 
October 19th and Saturday October 20th in the Richland Community Center. On Friday, 
Science Fiction film shorts will be featured from 5:00-9:00pm. Horror short films will be 
played on Saturday from 2:00-9:00pm. Saturday there will be a Zombie Walk from John 
Dam Plaza to Howard Amon Park and a costume contest at 4:00pm. The festival is free 
of charge. 
 
International Folk Dance Festival 
 
October 6th and 7th will see the International Folk Dance Festival held at the Richland 
Community Center. This long-running festival has been held at the Center since 2001. 
 
The 4th Annual Rivers of Ink 
 
The 4th Annual Rivers of Ink Readers and Writers Connect Conference is scheduled 
for October 12th and 13th at the Richland Library and the Richland Community 
Center. The conference is dedicated to the local writer who wants to know more about 
how to write. Community Center activities on October 13th run from 10:30am to 5:30pm 
and are free of charge. The keynote speaker is New York Times best-selling author, 
Robert Dugoni.  In honor of the keynote speaker, this year’s conference is focused on 
suspense, but there are panel discussions on many different genres including fiction, 
non-fiction, poetry, fantasy, and children's literature. The event is hosted by the 
Richland Arts Commission in partnership with Richland Parks and Recreation. 
 

Planning and Construction Division 
 
 
Horn Rapids ORV Park   
 
The Horn Rapids ORV Campground Improvements project 
is complete.  
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Howard Amon Park Tennis Courts 
 
Work began on September 17th.The contract was awarded 
to POW Contracting of Pasco Washington, in the amount 
of $396,126.75.The tennis courts were paved on October 
9th  and construction has begun on Amon Park Drive. Work 
is expected to be complete by mid-December. 
 
 

Urban greenbelt Trail 
 
The Public Works Streets Division has completed the reconstruction of the section of 
the Urban Greenbelt Trail between George Washington Way and Jadwin Avenue.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Columbia Point Marina Boat Pump-out Grant 
 
The City has received a $65,000 grant from the Washington State Parks and Recreation 
Commission to remove the existing boat pump-out equipment and install a new pump-
out facility on the T dock section in the marina. 
 
Service Projects  

 
For an Eagle Scout project, Konner Dabling constructed 
composting bins for the South Richland Community 
Gardens. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



7 
 

Twenty members of the Blue Bridge Church, spread rock 
along Keene Road Trail.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
For an Eagle Scout project, Tyler William created animal 
footprint tracks at Goethals Park. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For an Eagle Scout project, Brandon Czir built fencing 
over one of the hills at Goethals Park.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
For an Eagle Scout project, Branson Craythorn painted 
picnic shelters #3 & #4 at Columbia Point Marina Park.   
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Parks and Facilities Division 
 
 
City Warehouse Remodeling is Underway 
 
City crews are busy building office spaces at the City’s shops. 
The project is expected to be completed by the end of next 
week. 
 
 
 
 
Joint Efforts 
 
Benton County work crews worked alongside Parks and 
Facilities crews to demo a run-down home located at 523 
Sanford to make way for a new home being built with funds 
allocated by the U.S. Department of Urban and Housing 
Development. 
 
 
 
 
 
Jefferson Park 
 
Parks and Facilities crews have been busy rebuilding a portion 
of Field 1 and all of Field 2 at Jefferson Park. This is in part to 
improve field safety and accommodate the large district 
tournament scheduled for 2013. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chaparral Park 
 
Old and dead Poplar trees have been cut down at Chaparral 
Park as part of the preventative maintenance plan for 2012.  
 



October Activities 
 
Oct. 6  Down Syndrome Awareness Walk  Howard Amon Park  8:00am 
Oct. 13 Soroptimist 3 Rivers Fundraiser  Col. Point Marina Park 8:00am 
Oct. 13 Fall Festival & Foot Race   Howard Amon Park  8:00am 
Oct. 13 Rivers of Ink     Community Center  10:00-10:00pm 
Oct. 17 Amon Basin Geohike   Amon Basin   6:00pm 
Oct. 19 Film Festival Workshop   Community Center  1:00 – 10:00pm 
Oct. 20 Film Festival Zombie Walk & Movies Community Center  2:00 – 10:00pm 
Oct. 20 Tri-Cities Pregnancy Fundraising  Howard Amon Park  7:00am 
Oct. 26 Fall Carnival      Community Center  6:30 – 8:30pm 
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